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The French followed up more slowly, and Wellington, who
had received tardy information of the danger on this flank,
was thus enabled to assemble a force which, though consider-
ably inferior to that of his adversary, proved sufficient to
inflict on him a bloody repulse. Soult then planned to with-
draw his left wing from before Sorauren, and unite it with
D'Erlon's corps for a fresh operation against the Allied centre,
but counter-attacked while in the act of executing this perilous
manoeuvre, Reille and Clausel were defeated and driven north-
wards in disorder ; part made their escape to St. Jean Pied de
Port, the greater part fell back upon D'Erlon, who was com-
pelled to abandon his attack on the British centre and seek
safety by the route along the upper Bidassoa. Although
harried by the British divisions of the centre and left, and
suffering considerable losses in the process, the French main
body made its escape to rallying positions on the heights of
Vera, only to be unceremoniously hurled from them by the
first arriving troops of their pursuers, and compelled to fall back
to its old lines in the lower Bidassoa and Nive valleys. Once
more, however, Wellington, ignorant of the state of affairs in
Germany and unwilling to undertake such an operation as the
invasion of France without thorough preparation, refrained from
pressing his advantage, and recommenced the two sieges which
had been interrupted by Soult*s advance, his army being dis-
posed in its former covering line on the crest of the mountains.
While the French were resting and fortifying a defensive
position on a long front of 20 miles from the mouth of the
Bidassoa by way of Vera and Sarre to Ainhoa, the siege of
San Sebastian was being pressed with renewed vigour, and
by the end of August all was ready for the delivery of the second
assault. It was little better managed, and seemed likely to
meet with little better success than the preceding one, when a
lucky explosion allowed the stormers to force an entry amid
the resulting confusion ; and while Rey retired to the castle,
which only capitulated after renewed battering a week later,
the victorious assailants gave themselves up to an orgie of
violence and drunkenness that surpassed even the similar
disgraceful scenes at Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajoz, On the
very day of the assault Soult made an attempt to break the
investment by pushing his right wing forward over the Bidassoa
between Vera and the sea, but his attack was not vigorously
pressed and was easily beaten off, the Spaniards bearing the
brunt of the combat and acquitting themselves with great
credit. Relieved by the fall of San Sebastian of one of his
preoccupations, and of another by the news that Austria had
joined the Coalition against Napoleon, who would now be